Invitation to a European conference on

‘Technology for Social Good’
13 June 2016 @ Brussels, Belgium

The ‘Technology for Social Good’ conference will provide a unique opportunity to define
the ways in which policy-makers, donors, non-profit organisations and corporations can
work together on technology solutions for increased social impact across Europe. At this
validation services
event we will discuss different social technology trends, showcase examples of successful projects, and discuss possibilities for future collaboration.
This conference is hosted by the European Economic and Social Committee and is
brought to you by TechSoup Europe in partnership with Assifero, DAFNE, Reves and the
Iris Network.
The TechSoup Network in Europe consists of 28 non-profit capacity-building organisations across 44 countries (including all 28 EU Member states) supporting 23 languages
and serving a network of over 250,000 registered non-profit organisations in the region.
TechSoup Europe shares a common vision and mission to strengthen the local communities and non-profits they reach with technology, know-how, and access to peers,
experts, volunteers, grants, and other resources. This network has provided over €914
million of savings to the sector since its inception.

PROGRAMME
9:00-10:00
10:00-11:00

Registration & Welcome Coffee
Plenary Session
Welcome
Anna Sienicka, Vice President of TechSoup Europe
Carola Carazzone, General Secretary of Assifero
Key Note Speakers
Challenges Facing the EU in an Evolving Social Climate
Luca Jahier, President, Group III, EESC
Shrinking Space for Civil Society
Gerry Salole, CEO, European Foundation Center
Building Bridges for a Sustainable Social Economy
Rebecca Masisak, CEO, TechSoup

11:00-12:00

Speed Geeking
Ordyslexie
Using technology to help dyslexic students succeed in school.
Apps4Warsaw
Improving citizens’ quality of life through civic engagement and open data.
Opening Opportunities
Creating technology career opportunities for Romanian youth through an IT mentorship programme.
Webinars for Non-Profits
Building capacity and digital competencies of non-profits in the DACH region.
Cloud4All
Spanish initiative to increase social inclusion by personalising access to ICT products and services.

12:00-12:30

Coffee Break

12:30-13:30

Plenary Session
Ambivalent Role of Technology in Civic Activism. How to Own and Be Owned
by Technology
Jakub Wygnanski, CEO, Unit for Social Innovation and Research 'Shipyard', TechSoup Europe Board Member
Scaling Technology for Social Good
Vesna Bajšanski-Agić, Executive Director, Mozaik Foundation
Anna Sienicka, Vice President TechSoup Europe

13:30-14:30

Lunch

14:30-17:00

Parallel Breakout Sessions
Technology for Civic Engagement
CSR for What?
Social Innovation

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
The three parallel working groups after lunch will give you the opportunity to take part in in-depth discussions with other stakeholders. It’s a space to raise important issues and explore directions and possibilities
of future cooperation.

TECHNOLOGY FOR CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Examples of technologies solving social problems, tackling corruption, incubating social enterprises, and
bringing citizens together will be presented in this session. Participants will discuss together: How can we
build on the unique civic engagement experience of TechSoup in opening public data and using it by and for
local communities? How can we increase trust and collaboration between governments and civil society?
How can we use open data and technology to support the shift from government to governance engaging
citizens?

CSR FOR WHAT?
This session will explore how various stakeholders are evolving and amplifying CSR efforts. Examples of
collaboration with social enterprises on hardware programmes, employee engagement programmes,
hackathons, and more will be presented. The session aims to answer with a panel and audience participation: What is the direction we want CSR programmes to develop? What are the key factors in building a
strong partnership between for-profit and non-profit organisations? What are ways we can scale CSR
programmes through collaboration with civil society organisations and the TechSoup Europe network?
Participants are encouraged to discuss their own ideas for new CSR initiatives.

SOCIAL INNOVATION
Technology helps non-profits to increase effectiveness and impact of their work but it’s difficult for the civic
sector to embrace technological solutions. Examples of social enterprise incubation initiatives and successful digital inclusion projects concerning i.e. youth, elderly, unemployed and persons with disabilities will be
introduced at this session alongside with the TechSoup programme that strengthens the technological
capacity of non-profits in all European countries. Participants will be invited to discuss: How can we cooperate to increase technological capacity of various kinds of non-profits? What educational initiatives can we
take to rise IT competencies of non-profits? How can we support social innovation? How can we cooperate
on digital inclusion?

WHO IS INVITED?
European civil society and stakeholders including
NGO’s, social activists, European IT corporate organisations, local government, foundations and EU policy
makers are invited.

VENUE
The event venue is the EESC Van Maerlant Building
(VMA) 2 in Brussels, Belgium
See map

REGISTRATION
Please follow this link to register for the event.
Closing day for applications is the 3rd of June 2016.
Register now

MORE INFORMATION
You can find further details on the event, TechSoup
Europe and the programme on our website
www.techsoupeurope.org
or alternatively by contacting us at:
Karolina Wysocka – Conference Coordinator
Email: kwysocka@techsoupglobal.org
Phone: 0048 664 458 914

‘Technology for Social Good’ will provide a unique opportunity to define the ways in which we could work
together and employ the most relevant and impactful technology trends and solutions for increased social
impact in Europe. Join us for this discussion!

